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“instead of looking for a needle in the haystack, 
an effective text mining tool will try and show 
you the shape of the haystack and tell you the 

words you might want to find”
—Geoffrey Rockwell







www.londonlives.org









• Funded by JISC (UK) e-Content Capital 

Programme

• Partnership between: 

– University of Sheffield (Humanities 

Research Institute)

– University of Hertfordshire

– Institute of Historical Research, London

Connected Histories: 
Sources for Building British
History, 1500-1900



Connected Histories Sources
• Old Bailey Online and London Lives
• British History Online
• Burney Newspaper Collection
• Origins Network (genealogical database)
• Parliamentary Papers
• Clergy of the Church of England 

Database
• Charles Booth Online Archive
• Collage
• John Johnson Collection of Printed 

Ephemera (provisional)
• EEBO and ECCO (provisional)
• Others subject to negotiation (more can 

be easily added)



Connected Histories Methods

• A federated search facility, sitting as umbrella 
over the distributed sites

• Search by keyword, name, place, date
• Use existing metadata and tagged 

information where available
• Where information not tagged, data will be 

obtained by web crawling and natural 
language processing will be used to identify 
key entities

• Data saved as RDF files held centrally



Connected Histories Outcomes

• Search engine on Connected Histories 
website (www.connectedhistories.org)

• Search results point users to original 
sites (with login for commercial sites)

• Background information

• User engagement

• Website launch early 2011

http://www.connectedhistories.org/


Scrutiny: A Firefox Extension for Entity 
Recognition within Research Data

Available from: https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/75085



Data Mining with Criminal Intent

• Project Partners

– Tim Hitchcock (University of Hertfordshire)

– Robert Shoemaker (University of Sheffield)

– Michael Pidd (Humanities Research Institute, 
University of Sheffield)

– Daniel Cohen (Center for History and New Media, 
George Mason University)

– Geoffrey Rockwood (University of Alberta)

– William Turkel (University of Western Ontario)



Data Mining with Criminal Intent

• Tools:

--Zotero (Firefox Plug-in)

-- TAPoR toolkit (including 
Voyeur)

-- Compression Analysis





Invoking the TAPoR Frequency 

Tool with the Old Bailey via Zotero







Contact Details
• Bob Shoemaker (r.shoemaker@shef.ac.uk)

• Tim Hitchcock (t.hitchcock@herts.ac.uk)

• Michael Pidd (HRI) (m.pidd@shef.ac.uk)

Websites
www.oldbaileyonline.org

www.londonlives.org

www.connectedhistories.org

http://criminalintent.org/
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